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he American Society of
Clinical Oncology (ASCO)
Annual Meeting is one of
the most highly anticipat-
ed events in oncology. This year, it took
place from May 29 to June 2 in Chi-
cago, with over 35,000 medical pro-
fessionals attending. As a hematology
advanced practitioner (AP) specialist
with over two decades of experience,
I look forward to this meeting for its
presentations of practice-changing
advancements in oncology.

Sessions included the substantial
progress in targeted therapies and
immunotherapies, integration of AI,
improvements in supportive care,
and an emphasis on educational ini-
tiatives for health-care professionals
in hematology and oncology.

NOTABLE ABSTRACTS

The “mic drop” moment was the
reveal of data on daraxonrasib in
pancreatic cancer. Pancreatic ductal
adenocarcinoma has been one of the
most challenging cancers to treat,
with second-line chemotherapy of-
fering a median overall survival of
roughly 6 to 7 months. Daraxonra-
sib doubled median overall survival
to 13.2 months compared with 6.6
months with chemotherapy in pa-
tients with RAS GI12 mutations.

Progression-free survival similarly
doubled (7.3 vs. 3.5 months; O’Reilly
et al., 2026). At ASCO, results of the
RASolute 302 trial led to a standing
ovation after 15 years of research.

Studies are now maturing in re-
lapsed and refractory multiple my-
eloma (RRMM), where patients
refractory to lenalidomide and anti-
CD38 monoclonal antibodies also
have a poor prognosis measured in
months (Ramasamy et al, 2025).
The MajesTEC-3 and MajesTEC-9
studies have redefined survival ex-
pectations in RRMM.

Teclistamab, a BCMAxCD3-
directed bispecific antibody ap-
proved for the treatment of RRMM
and in combination with daratu-
mumab after one prior line of thera-
py, had unprecedented results (Cos-
ta et al.,, 2025; Mina et al., 2026).
When administered in combination
with daratumumab or as a single
agent in these studies, teclistamab
achieved high response and pro-
gression-free survival rates, with
some exceeding 80%.

Bispecific antibodies are asso-
ciated with unique adverse events
such as cytokine release syndrome,
immune effector cell-associated
neurotoxicity syndrome, and in-
fection. However, all are generally
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manageable, and APs are particularly well-
equipped to address them with the appropriate
education (Catamero et al., 2022).

STAYING INFORMED

The volume of data presented at ASCO under-
scores the need for APs to remain current through
ongoing education. Mastery of these new thera-
pies requires specialized training. One abstract
at ASCO highlighted knowledge gaps with newer
therapies and the need for education. The H.O.P.E.
(Hematology/Oncology  Practical Education)
curriculum was piloted with internal medicine
residents enrolled in their residency program’s
Hospital Medicine Track, first-year hematology/
oncology fellows, and intensive care unit advanced
practice practitioners. It aimed to enhance the
knowledge of unique side effects through case-
based interventions (Granat et al., 2026).

Moving forward, facilities should expand ac-
cess for APs to attend conferences such as ASCO,
the American Society of Hematology (ASH) Annu-
al Meeting, and JADPRO Live, which are essential
for ongoing education and professional network-
ing. Institution- or community-based continuing
education opportunities can include collabora-
tive practice models that integrate APs into mul-
tidisciplinary teams, tumor board discussions, and
structured mentorship programs. As the science
continues to evolve rapidly, I am hopeful that APs
and the workforce infrastructure can keep pace.

IN THIS ISSUE

This issue also covers initiatives to support con-
tinuous education, with an article on the impact
of a focused oncogenomic course for APs. Another
article describes the role of APs in managing ad-
verse events of mosunetuzumab in a pivotal phase
IT study. Two case reports delve into unique ad-
verse event management: one on concurrent ocu-
lar and dermatologic toxicities from docetaxel,
and another on capecitabine-associated hand-foot
syndrome. A Practice Matters article describes a
pharmacist-led clinical support program to stan-
dardize and improve the care of patients with
polycythemia vera.

Read about the process of creating a quick
pictorial scale to assess cancer-related fatigue.
Another article summarizes targeted melanoma
prevention interventions for first-degree relatives
of melanoma survivors. Succession planning re-
quires intentional steps by an institution; an arti-
cle in this issue provides a framework for develop-
ing the next generation of AP leaders.
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