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s an oncology advanced

practitioner, you may find

yourself called upon to

write or partner with a
nurse scientist to write a grant to sup-
port or improve educational, patient
care, or professional activities. There
are different types of grants that can be
used to support a variety of activities,
such as research grants, educational
program development grants, and
quality improvement/clinical practice
grants, to name a few.

GRANT PREPARATION

Writing your grant application
requires quite a bit of preparation.
Before you begin, it is important to
review the grant application and its
specific instructions—they can vary
widely in their parameters. Adher-
ence to the grant instructions is a crit-
ical aspect of grant preparation. Grant
proposals that do not adhere to page
length, font type, and other specifica-
tions may not even be reviewed.

Pay careful attention to the grant
personnel who will carry out the pro-
posal. Some grant mechanisms require
a doctoral degree as the minimum
preparation for the primary investiga-
tor or for educational grants, the pro-
gram director. You must consider what
additional expertise may be required

to carry out the project or research
successfully. You may need a nurse cli-
nician or other provider to grant access
to a patient population, a statistician,
or another specialty (physical thera-
py, laboratory services, educator) that
would provide expertise and services
to complete the project or research.

Data analysis for the research or
project outcomes should be consid-
ered at the very start of the proposal.
Secure the advice of a statistician in
determining the study sample size,
measures to be used, and the plan for
data analysis.

As protection of human subjects
and informed consent are of para-
mount importance, even in simple sur-
vey or educational research methods,
a thorough understanding of Internal
Review Board (IRB) requirements and
submission for IRB approval requires
planning; it can take several months to
gain approval. Lastly, consideration of
budget costs and constraints is neces-
sary to be sure to be able to cover the
costs of completing the proposed proj-
ect or research.

GRANT WRITING

Clarity and attention to detail are
aspects of grant writing that make
for a successful application. Be clear,
concise, and precise. Define what you
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N\ are proposing, for whom it is intended, and exactly
how it will be accomplished. For those new to grant
writing, seek out an experienced mentor to assist
you in the development of your ideas and the re-

Table. Online Resources for Grant Writing
and Funding

Grant Writing Resources
Congressional Research Service

How to Develop and Write a Grant Proposal view of the drafts of the proposal prior to submis-
http://castor.nouse.gov/uploadedfiles/castor_grantsl.pdf sion. The National Institutes of Health peer review
Foundation Center iteri i i i _
e e s criteria for scoring grants is helpful when consider:
http://foundationcenter.org/getstarted/tutorials/ ng the areas a well-written grant addresses.
shortcourse Your proposal should speak to the signifi-
GrantProposals.com .

WWW.Grantpropesals.COM cance of the issue or problel.n to be addre§sed
Ep— and how, if the aims are achieved, the findings
Resources for Applicants may change the field to improve clinical practice

www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/applicant-

resoUreas hirl or the care of patients. The review of the inves-

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases tigative team should exphcate the approprlate—
All About Grants: Tutorials and Samples ness of the team members for the project or re-

niaid.nih. hfundi t/P .
T A e L e (e e M T PRI R S search and show that they have a track record of

National Institutes of Health Office of Extramural Research accomplishments that make them ideal partners

Grants and Funding: Writing Your Application

http://grants1.nih.gov/grants/writing_application.htm for your work. Innovation in clinical practice and
Grant Funding Resources approaches or methods that are novel or result
American Cancer Society in a paradigm shift are quite appealing. The ap-

www.cancer.org/research/applyforaresearchgrant/index

proach should be well specified, detailed, and

Ameri iety of H I . : X
merican Society of Hematology well reasoned, with consideration of burden to

Grant Funding

www.hematology.org/search.aspx?q=Grant+funding the subject or population. Lastly, be sure to dem-
Avon Foundation for Women onstrate that the environment for the conduct
Grants f th : hi i d th
www.avonfoundation.org/grants/ ot the project or research 1s supportive and that
Conquer Cancer Foundation resources are available to support the successful
Complete Listing of Funding Opportunities completion of the grant.
www.conguercancerfoundation.org/cancer-professionals/

funding-opportunities/complete-listing-of-funding-

opportunities RESOURCES

k‘z‘;'ézmiiac Bér'g;TSPmma Society There are many reliable online resources
www.lls.org/#/researchershealthcareprofessionals/ available for both grant-writing support and avail-

SR EmIEg Ein/ able funding. You will find a good number of such

National Institutes of _Health Office of Extramural Research resources listed in the Table to the left. But don’t
Grants Process Overview

http://grants1.nih.gov/grants/grants_process.htm neglect your own institution for funding informa-
Oncology Nursing Society Foundation tion as well. Many institutions have foundations

www.onsfoundation.org/apply/re for grant support of approved projects.

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Funding Process and FAQs
www.rwjf.org/en/how-we-work/grants/funding- CONCLUSION

BRI /e ITEHEE it Grant writing can be a daunting process. But if

Susan G. Komen Foundation : it -
Corrent Eunding Ooportunitles you apr')roa.ch it step by step and‘stay positive anq fo
http://ww5.komen.org/ResearchGrants/ cused, it will not be nearly as difficult as you might

FundingOpportunities.html . . .
ovPp imagine. Remember, the more preparation and at-
US Department of Defense

Research Grants, Scholarships, and Fellowships tention to detail you put in, the more likely that you

https://kb.defense.gov/app/answers/detail/a_id/147/-/ will have success in securing your desired funding.
research-grants%2C-scholarships%2C-and-fellowships
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